Anderson sees potential for progress | tallahassee.com | Tallahassee Democrat

CATCH ALL 16 GAMES TODAY AT

WATCH LIVE
ONLINE!

Page 1 of 3

740 PM ET

710 PM
2120 PM
2:20 PM

ET
ET
ET

Other editions: Mobile | News Feeds | E-Newsletters | Subscribe Now Find it: Jobs | Cars | Real Estate | Rentals | Dating | Shopping | Coupons | Classifieds

Tallahdssées T3 T

All  Local News Calendar Jobs More »

SPONSORED BY:

me

HOME NEWS SPORTS CAPITAL FSU FAMU COMMUNITIES OPINION ENTERTAINMENT WEATHER OBITUARIES CLASSIFIEDS CUSTOMER SERVICE

Comment, blog & share photos
Log in | Become a member | Search people

Anderson sees potential for progress

BY DAVE HODGES

DEMOCRAT BUSINESS EDITOR
* MARCH 19, 2009

Post a Comment Recommend Print this page E-mail this article Share |2

Helping bring about positive change on important community issues inspires and motivates Beth Shankle
Anderson.

"When | get up in the morning, | want to now that | am going to be doing
something significant," said Anderson, a Tallahassee attorney and the
reigning Mrs. Tallahassee. She is one of the 25 Women You Need to Know,
the annual celebration of women and their achievements sponsored by the
Tallahassee Democrat.

school gll' She earned her law school's pro bono award before she graduated and was
in the top 5 percent of her class. As a member of the Tallahassee Women
Lawyers, Anderson served as director of the 2008 Judicial Reception held at
the historic capitol last October.

MA-RCH 2 O She has devoted more than 150 pro bono hours to the Chicago-based
PRESENTED BY Autism Legislative Project, whose goal is to compile statutory research from
. each state and propose national legislation that will help educate such
professionals as paramedics, police and other first responders, as well as
educators and employers, about autism.

"It's about having professionals out there that can work with families who
have a child with autism," she said. The project led to a legislative proposal
first made by then-lllinois Sen. Barack Obama, but colleague Sen. Dick
Durbin intends to introduce it soon.

As Mrs. Tallahassee, Anderson has a unique opportunity to raise the profile
of other causes, including the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. Having lost
her father to non-Hodgkins lymphoma when she was 13, Anderson has
volunteered as an advocate for the society and would like to help establish a

H ERE field office in Tallahassee.

"She hopes to use her title as Mrs. Tallahassee to draw more attention to

FOR blood cancers and is committed to helping the society both advocate and
AUDITIUNS raise money toward this cause," said husband lan Anderson, who nominated
her as one of the 25 honorees this year.

ENTER

"l love seeing progress, and | like being part of something that changes
lives," she said of her work.
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